The period in hospital for those subjected to x-ray epilation was half the time required for those treated by ointments. A more accurate assessment of the time factor between the two methods is obtained if the period from the date of x-ray epilation therapy to the date of discharge is considered, as a few of the cases treated by x-ray epilation were initially treated for some months by ointments. Thus if cases received x-ray irradiation soon after admission, the average stay in hospital was reduced to almost a third of the time required for topical treatment.
X-ray therapy was carried out using a Victor apparatus by the KienbockAdamson five field technique (KV 100 : 5 ma : 1 mm. A1 : 414r skin dose per field). In the 60 cases subjected to x-ray therapy there was no case of permanent alopecia. When defluvium commenced a cap of elastoplast was applied and its removal 24 hours later aided the generalized epilation of the hair.
The progress of the defluvium and the regrowth of hair is shown in Table 3 . By regrowth is meant the presence of hair in length all over the scalp and during this regrowth repeated microscopy and Wood's light examinations were carried out to ensure that, before discharge from hospital, no infection persisted. 
